Dear  Dr.  Philip  Paneth, 


July  27,1973 


I  write  you  under  the  strong  impression  of  three  gifts 
you  sent  me  although  we  never  saw  each  other:  two  indubitably  remark- 
able books  you  published  and  one  essay  on  T?  typewritten  pages  titled 
"Otto  Schneid,  his  Life  and  Art".  I  cannot  just  thank  you,  for  the  third 
raises  questions  I  cannot  answer  immediately;  I  can,  at  this  moment, 
regard  it  only  a3  the  reflection  of  a  magnanimous  personality,  hoping 
to  find  solutions  to  the  other  questions  later.  If  my  wife  who  had  the 
privilege  to  meet  you,  understood  you  correctly,  you  consider  this 
essay  a  preface  to  a  book  about  my  drawings  to  be  written  and  to  be 
illustrated  by  a  large  selection  of  reproductions;  or  to  a  ^"tgggrtf OlJl 
especially  American  (or  Eritish  and  American)  edition  of  the  Alinarl 
with  Which  Alinari  will  probably  agree,  as  you  told  my  wife,  you  want 
my  older  son  to  do  the  linguistic  editing  work  and  invite  me  to  inter- 
vene if  I  should  find  any  matter-of-fact-errors.  If  my  indirect  and 
vague  idea  of  you  is  correct,  you  are  a  rather  pragmatic  personality, 
you  dislike  procrastination  and  like  to  transform  ideas  into  realities 
as  soon  as  possible.  I,  however,  live  to  some  extent  in  a  world  of  imago 
and  theory |  so  that  my  mental  processes  are  sometimes  rapid,  sometimes 
slow,  particularly  when  requiring  manifold  considerations.  Thus  you 
Will  undoubtedly  understand  that  for  the  time  being  I  can  only  shake 
your  hands  gratefully  and  think  the  details  over  as  soon  as  I  can  and 
as  circumstances  allow.  One  of  the  circumstances  seems  to  be  known  to 
you,  it  is  a  philosophical  volume  titled  '  LIx  •philosopher  of  Freedom" 
and  subtitled  "A  Hevision  of  Thought  from  I-lato  to  Einstein"  to  which 
I  have  dedicated  about  4  years  and  must  be  ready  to  sacrifice  at  least 
one  other  year.  Therefore  I  am  in  vain  looking  for  a  way  how  to  do, 
within  the  inextensible  24  hours  of  our  days,  additional  work  or  pre- 
parations that  I  love  and  appreciate  no  less  than  my  present  main  task. 
Of  course,  as  soon  as  I  can,  I  shall  discuss  your  noble-minded  essay 
with  iay  older  son  which  will  certainly  lead  to  some  solution  or  sug- 
gestion. 

At  present,  both  my  wife  and  myself  reached  the  limits  of  our  work- 
ing capacity.  This  Fonda;7,  we  are  leaving  the  city  to  find  some  quiet 
place  in  the  mountains  or  on  the  seashore  (taking  with  us  some  working 
material,  anyway),  hoping  to  return,  after  2  weeks,  with  new  strength 
for  continuation  of  our  efforts.  .  .0. 


Very  soon  after  our  return,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  you 
a^ain. 

For  the  time  "being;,  dear  Dr.  Paneth,  let  me  assure  you  of  our  most 
since::;;  and  appreciative  thankfulness.  I  also  hope  to  see  you  soon  in 
M  or,  if  this  will  be  not  too  inconvenient  to  you,  to  welcome  you  in 
our  home* 

With  cordial  greetings  yours 


pa  — 


Otto  Sonne id 


j9J*t|3^  the^p^y4ess  ofco^ring  my  wife  adding  to  my  knowledge 
concerning,. %  forefathers.  /,;/  grandmother,  the  wife  of  ny  grandfather 
Dr.  Mftaii\Schnei4,  was  %ry^hter  of  V  e  and  the  Granddaughter  of 

^  °:,;%^(}      b0Ut  ?onnectionst  fwi"th  the  house  of  Rashi  there  are  just 
assumptions,  bui/;#  know  o?0 no  "proves. 
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arch  5,1971 

[  PrinO 

My  dear  Es be lie, 

iil'ter  arrival  of  the  alarming  news  about  the  earthquake  in 
your  area,  1  wrote  you  and  some  otner  friends,  but  from  three 
friendly  persons  and  families  I  got  no  answer.  I  would  so  much 
prefer  to  be  forgotcen  and  neglected  than  to  think  of  the  horrible 
possibilities  and  not  to  know  anything. 

fhus  1  ask  you  again  for  some  brief  information  about  yourself, 
your  family  and  those  nice  and  lovely  persons  whom  1  remember  so 
vividly • 

Am  -  wrote  you,  we  are  0E  and  working  productively.  3  new  books 
of  mine  appeared  1970/71. 

..ith  most  cordial  feelings  yours 


